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Official Newsletter of the 
City of Holly Springs

Former Holly Springs Mayor Johnny Bracket passed away April 15th. To honor his years of service to 
the City, we would like to dedicate this month’s column to his memory. Please enjoy this eulogy 
written by his granddaughter, Hannah Mitchell. 

Johnny was born February 12, 1943 at home in the North Canton Mill Village to Cecil and Ruby 
Brackett. The doctor gave the wrong date when he filled out the paperwork and put down February 
14th instead. He was married July 23, 1961 to Barbara “Bobbie” Williams in a secret ceremony in 
Dallas, Georgia, and kept it a secret until Thanksgiving of that year.  

Johnny was a salesman all his life. He was the national sales manager for J. A. Olson Company until 
he retired in 1987. Then he opened a convenience store, B.J.’s Market, with his wife in 1987 in the 
Union Hill Community.  He was councilman in Holly Springs for a time before being elected Mayor 
from 1994 -1997. A forceful presence, Mayor Brackett oversaw the straightening of the dangerous 
Hickory Road curve, where numerous accidents had occurred. He campaigned for the repair and 

renovation of the historic Holly Springs Depot and is widely credited with “saving” the Depot for a new generation of citizens. Johnny, being 
outspoken and determined, clashed often with the leaders of the Canton City Council over the exact boundaries of city limits between Holly 
Springs and Canton. 

After he retired from mayoral duties, the city of Holly Springs erected a gazebo in his honor, Brackett Plaza.In addition to his mayoral duties, 
he was a loving father to three children. However, tragedy struck in 1996 when he lost his only son, Chris. He sold his business and retired to a 
quiet life at home with his loving wife.  

Johnny was an avid traveler, taking his wife and family on numerous trips to destinations both near and far. He was a passionate fan of golf. 
He adored watching “The Andy Griffith Show” and never got bored of it, no matter how many re-runs he saw.  He loved his two daughters 
and was enamored of his grandchildren. He said that one of the proudest moments of his life was when he held his first great-grandchild in 
his arms, a baby girl who is named after his mother. 

After a long battle with declining health, he suffered a stroke and was brought home to hospice care. On a Monday afternoon, surrounded 
by his devoted family, he passed peacefully from this world, with the windows open to the sunshine and birdsong. 

Mr. Brackett lived his life as a pillar of the Holly Springs community. He was a hard worker, a dedicated family man, an entrepreneur; he led his 
family, his businesses, and his town with determination and willpower.  
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Former Holly Springs Councilman and Mayor 
Johnny Brackett, with his great-granddaughter, 
Ruby.
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Special Edition
Message from the 

MAYOR

Cecil Johnny Brackett 
February 12, 1943 - April 15, 2019



Following a few simple tips will set you on your way to an enjoyable summer 
season.  Here are few ideas that will give peace of mind:

• Keep the garage secure – Put up lawn equipment, bikes, etc.  and lock the garage door.
• Make sure your home alarm system meets your needs and is up to date with motion sensors
and fire protection monitors.  Exterior cameras are a great way to add layers to your security setup.
• Be neighborly - Ask a neighbor to watch your home while you’re away and offer to do the same for them.
Pick up the mail and newspapers.

• Don’t ask criminals to your house
by leaving tempting items in plain
view.  A thief will not only take the 
goodies they find outside, they’ll 
wonder what treats you have 
hiding in your home.

• It’s fun to share your summer
plans but advertising that you’re 
not home on social media is a bad 
idea.  Show your trip photos when 
you return.

• Summer scams – If a stranger knocks
on the door and offers you an incredible
deal, beware. Summer is the time that 
professional thieves and scam artists get 
busy.  One of them distracts you in the 
front of the house while another enters 
from the rear.  (And the answer is “NO” 
to needing a quick repaving of your 
driveway and new shingles!)

• Fix the lights and trim the shrubs –
inspect your home and replace any
lighting that is insufficient or defective.  
Overgrown bushes around your house 
are great places for burglars to hide.Remember the two things that 

bad guys don’t like – visibility 
and time.  Help them stay in 
plain sight and make them 

put in time to commit a crime.  
These two investments result 

in getting caught or going 
somewhere else.  Both are good 

for all of us.

HOLLY SPRINGS PARKWAY WIDENING PROJECT COMPLETED 
Baldwin Paving Company, Inc. completed the Holly Springs Parkway Widening Project and all associated 
infrastructure improvements from Sixes Road north to the intersection with Rabbit Hill Road in May.  All four 
lanes are now open for traffic in this area and the new traffic light at the intersection of Rabbit Hill Road and Holly 
Springs Parkway is operational.  Sidewalks have been installed along both sides of the roadway and Georgia Power 
is scheduled to install pedestrian lampposts this summer.
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TOWN CENTER ROAD NETWORK
PROJECT UPDATE
The City Council approved the contract with Georgia 
Development Partners on May 20th for the 
construction of the Town Center Road Network 
Project.  The project includes the construction of a 
roundabout on Hickory Road east of Cherokee Fire 
Station #8, the addition of a westbound travel lane 
from the roundabout to Holly Springs Parkway, the 
construction of a new roadway from Palm Street to 
Hickory Road starting at Walnut Street and the 
conversion of the end of Palm Street to a right-in/
right-out intersection.  Construction is scheduled to 
begin this summer with an estimated completion in 
late summer of 2020.
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Administration | Main Phone Line: 770-345-5536

City Manager/Finance Director – Rob Logan

City Clerk/HR Director – Karen Norred

Accountant – Denise Lamazares

IT & Facilities Manager – Ron Carter

Accounting Specialist – Becky Bruce

Main Street Director/Assistant City Clerk– Erin Honea

Municipal Court | Main Phone Line: 770-345-5538

Court Administrator – Donna Sanders

Police | Main Phone Line: 770-345-5537

Police Chief – Mike Carswell

Deputy Chief – Tommy Keheley

Code Enforcement Officer – Jeff Lance

Community Development | Main Phone Line: 770-345-5533

Community Development Director – Nancy Moon

Chief Building Official – Gary Caviness

Stormwater Coordinator/GIS Technican – Zach Arnold 

Community Development Technicians – Tracey Chambers   
                                                                                 
Public Works / Main Phone Line: 770-345-5536 

Public Works Project Manager – Collins Monette

Visit us online at 
www.hollyspringsga.us  

for updates, calendar of special events 
and news about our City

Upcoming Meetings

CITY COUNCIL*
Meets at 7:00 p.m. 
Held at Holly Springs Public Safety Building

July 15th
August 19th
September 16th

PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION 
Meets at 7:00 p.m. 
Held at Holly Springs Public Safety Building

July 11th
August 8th
September 12th

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
Meets at 6:30 p.m.
Held at Holly Springs Public Safety Building

July 17th
August 21st
September 18th

MAIN STREET BOARD  
Meets at 6:00 p.m. 
Held at Holly Springs Public Safety Building

July 23rd
August 27th
September 24th

TREE COMMISSION
Meets at 6:00 p.m.
Held at Holly Springs Public Safety Building

July 9th
August 13th
September 10th

*Holly Springs Work Sessions are held the
first Monday of each month.

2019 LMIG PROJECT UPDATE
The City Council approved the 2019 Local Maintenance Improvement Grant (LMIG) Project on May 20th.   
The contract was awarded to Northwest Georgia Paving, Inc.  The 2019 LMIG includes repairing and resurfacing 
Hickory Road from Harmony on the Lakes to Sequoyah Circle, Palm Street from Amanda Lane to the bridge,  
Spring Way Square and Rabbit Hill Road from I-575 to Marble Quarry Road.  The contractor plans to have the work 
completed this summer. Since 2014, the City has used this grant to fund repairs and resurfacing of over fifteen 
miles of roadway within the City limits. 
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LCI PHASE II PROJECT UNDERWAY A-1 Contracting completed the sidewalk phase of the Livable 
Centers Initiative (LCI) Phase II Project on Holly Springs Parkway between Pine Crest Road and L.R. Tippens Education 
Center in May.  The installation of the new traffic lights at the intersection of Pine Crest Road and Holly Springs 
Parkway are slated for late summer.  The pedestrian lampposts between L.R. Tippens Education Center and Pine 
Crest Road will also be installed this summer. The map included shows sidewalk and streetscape improvement 
projects completed to improve pedestrian connectivity throughout the City in anticipation of the redevelopment of 
the downtown area. Phase I of the LCI Project was completed in 2017, along with Hickory Road improvements funded 
by the Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax (SPLOST) V, and Palm Street improvements funded by the Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG.)

The Palm Street Stormwater 
Project is currently in the design 
phase.  The project will include 

stormwater infrastructure 
improvements along Palm Street 

between the bridge and Palm Lake 
Drive.  The project will address 
stormwater issues in this area 

including upgrades to the 
stormwater conveyance structures 

such as curb and gutter, 
stormwater pipe and catch basins.  

The City Engineer plans to have 
this project ready to go to bid in 

the fall of this year.

PALM STREET 
STORMWATER 
PROJECT

& Sabrina Resendiz
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JANUARY
Approve the resolution to appoint members to the Planning and Zoning Commission.  

Approved the Professional Services Agreement Number 01 between Tunnell-Spangler & Associates, Inc. d/b/a TSW and the City of Holly Springs, Georgia.  

Approved a proposal from Kimley-Horn for the City of Holly Springs Town Center Parking Deck and give the City Manager authorization to approve tasks as needed.  

Approved the Professional Services Agreement Addendum No. 7 between Southeastern Engineering, Inc. (SEI) and the City of Holly Springs, Georgia and give the City Manager authorization 
to approve tasks as needed.  

Approved the Synergistic Software, Inc. License Agreement #180717003 for InterOp Mobile Data System License Software.  Councilmember Zenchuk seconded the motion.

Approved a consent agenda which included December 3, 2018 Council meeting minutes; December 17, 2018 Council meeting minutes; an agreement between the Cherokee County Board 
of Commissioners and the City of Holly Springs for the Cherokee County and City of Holly Springs 800 MHZ Radio System User License Agreement; A-04-2018, annexation request for 0.11 
+/- acres located off of Holly Springs Parkway, Cherokee County, GA, tax parcel 003 of tax plat 15N14D; MA-08-2018, rezoning request for 0.11 +/- acres located off of Holly Springs Parkway, 
Cherokee County, GA, tax parcel 003 of tax plat 15N14D from R-40, Single Family Residential Estate (County) to LI, Light Industrial with staff stipulations.

Approved the revised Service Delivery Strategy (SDS) Extension that was submitted to the Georgia Department of Community Affairs on October 26, 2018 by Cherokee County.  

Approved the asbestos removal proposal from Southern Environmental Services, Inc. for 199 Palm Street, in an amount not to exceed $14,930.  

Approved the asbestos removal proposal from Southern Environmental Services, Inc. for 362 Stringer Road, in an amount not to exceed $30,125.  

Approved the resolution to appoint Brandi Hackett to the Tree Commission Board.  Councilmember Barnett seconded the motion.

Approved the Excellere Construction LLC Change Order #1 for the FY2018 Stormwater Maintenance Project, in an amount not to exceed $10,019.  

FEBRUARY 
Approved a consent agenda which included January 7, 2019 Council meeting minutes; January 24, 2019 Council meeting minutes; Landscape Architecture Design Proposal from Tunnell-
Spangler & Associates, Inc., d/b/a TSW for the Holly Springs Intersection Improvement Project, in an amount not to exceed $27,400; HCM File Client Agreement between MSI Benefits Group, 
Inc. and the City of Holly Springs, Option 1, Planning, HCM File Platform set-up, eligibility data formatting, HCM File delivery to client an IRS e-File, in an amount not to exceed $4.00 per 
1095-C Form; Lease Agreement No.: 1430429 between Great America Financial Services Corporation, the City of Holly Springs, for term of 36 months, in an amount not to exceed $176.15 
monthly payment amount; Maintenance Plan Sales Order dated January 24, 2019 from Duplicating Products, Inc. for multifunction copier/printer/scanner equipment and accessories; Fax 
Online Service Agreement between Concord III, LLC (dba Concord Technologies) and the City of Holly Springs; Business Associate Agreement between Concord III, LLC and the City of Holly 
Springs. 

Approved the external audit services RFP No. 2018-02 to Mauldin and Jenkins, LLC, for Fiscal Years December 31, 2018 through 2023.  

Approved the amendment to the Official Code of the City of Holly Springs, Article IV. – Departmental Organization, Sec. 2-141. – Administration Service, to create a Court Department. 

Approved the Court Administrator job description.  

Approved the Senior Court Clerk job description.  

Approved the Court Clerk job description.  

Approved the proposal from Hutcheson Horticultural Company for the installation of pine straw in the median on Sixes Road, in an amount not to exceed $231. 

Approved a resolution opposing House Bill 302, Preemption of Local Building Design Standards.  

Approved the proposal from NOVA Engineering and Environmental, LLC (NOVA), Proposal Number 002-30198969, Waste Disposal Services and Disposal Coordination at 362 Stringer Road.  

Elected Mayor Miller and Councilmember Smith as voting delegates to the Cherokee Municipal Association.

MARCH
Approved a consent agenda which included February 4, 2019 Council meeting minutes; February 25, 2019 Council Meeting Minutes; ORD-01-2019, text amendment to the Holly Springs 
Zoning Ordinance, Article 10, Signs and Outdoor Advertising, changes to lighting regulations; ORD-02-2019, text amendment to the Holly Springs Zoning Ordinance, Article 19, Design 
Guidelines for Model Zoning Districts, changes to lighting regulations regarding signage; ORD-03-2019, text amendment to the Holly Springs Zoning Ordinance, Article 19, Design Guidelines 
for Model Zoning Districts, revise Model Zoning District boundaries; ORD-04-2019, text amendment to the Holly Springs Zoning Ordinance, Article 4, Establishment of District Boundaries: The 
Official Holly Springs Zoning Map, Adopted Policy Maps, clarify description of district boundaries, delete Future Land Use Map; ORD-05-2019, text amendment to the Holly Springs Zoning 
Ordinance, Article 2, Interpretations and Definitions, delete Future Land Use Map definition; ORD-06-2019, adoption of the Official Holly Springs Zoning Map; Resolution to amend the Main 
Street District map; Resolution to amend the Municipal Services Master Fee Schedule - Administrative Fee for Permit Amendments.

Approved A-01-2019, request to annex 2.66 +/- acres located off of Riverside Way, Cherokee County, GA, tax parcels 084, 085 & 086 of tax plat 15N16.  

Approved MA-01-2019, request to rezone 13.9 +/- acres located off of Riverside Way, Cherokee County, GA tax parcels 084, 085 & 086 of tax plat 15N16 from TND, R-40, Traditional 
Neighborhood Development/Single Family Residential Estate (County) to TND, Traditional Neighborhood Development (City). 

Approved D-01-2019, request to deannex 0.25 +/- acres located off of Riverside Way, tax parcels 085 & 086 of tax plat 15N16, such that the property may become part of unincorporated 
Cherokee County.  Councilmember Smith seconded the motion.  Motion carried 5-0. 

Approved the Partners in Education Agreement between Holly Springs Elementary STEM Academy and the City of Holly Springs and authorize the City Manager to execute the agreement on 
behalf of the City of Holly Springs.

Approved the Engagement Agreement with Lueder, Larkin & Hunter, LLC (the “Law Firm”) to represent the City of Holly Springs, in an amount not to exceed $8,000. 

Approved the proposal from NOVA Engineering and Environmental, LLC (NOVA), Proposal No. 024-25199308, Visual Structural Condition Survey of City Hall, in an amount not to exceed 
$2,000.  

Approved the proposal from Southern Environmental Services, Inc. (“SESI”), additional Demolition and Site Cleanup for 362 Stringer Road, in an amount not to exceed $10,000.  

Approved a resolution opposing House Bill 242, Preemption of Local Regulations of Massage Therapy Businesses.  

Approved a resolution to apply to the Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC) Community Development Assistant Program (CDAP) to pursue a housing study and fund the required 20% match, in 
an amount not to exceed $30,000. 

COUNCIL MINUTE SUMMARY



During the months of June & July, all cities within Cherokee County will be 
competing to see which one can collect the most recycling per capita!

Starting June 1st, all curbside recycling picked up by the participating sanitation 
services within all city limits will be counted in the competition!

Going Green Committee

Presented by: Participating Sanitation Services:

www.CherokeeChamber.com

*Denotes Chamber Members

*

* *
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Choices:

compost nonpoint sediment
drains nutrients septic
erosion oil storm drain
farms plant urban
fertilizer pollution wakes
filter recycle watershed
lawn runoff wetlands
Low

Across:

1) The area of land that drains into an
estuary, lake, stream, or groundwater is
known as a ________.

4) The ________ of speeding boats can erode
shorelines.

5) Maintaining your ________ tank will help to
prevent bacteria and nutrients from
leaking into groundwater and surface
waters.

7) Wetland plants act like a natural water
________, removing harmful pollutants
from stormwater runoff.

8) Leave your grass clippings on your
________ to reduce the need for
commercial fertilizers.

9) A single quart of motor ________, if
disposed of improperly, can pollute
2 million gallons of water.

10) Fertilizers and animal wastes contain
________ that ”feed” algae and other
aquatic plants harmful to water quality.

12) Polluted runoff from both rural and
________ sources has a significant impact
on water quality.

16) Storm ________ don't always connect to
sewage treatment plants, so runoff can
flow directly to rivers, lakes, and coastal
waters.

18) Follow directions carefully when applying
________ on your lawn—more isn't always
better.

19) Polluted runoff (also called________
source pollution) comes from so many
places that it's hard to “pinpoint” a source.

20) Yard and vegetable food waste are
suitable additions to a ________ pile.

Down:

2) Don't dump used motor oil into storm
drains.  ________ it!

3) ________ of soil from barren land can
cloud nearby streams.

4) ________ prevent flooding, improve water
quality, and provide habitat for waterfowl,
fish, and wildlife.

5) Marking “Do Not Dump, Drains to Bay” on
a ________ is one way to educate people
about polluted runoff.

6) Excess sediment, nutrients, toxics, and
pathogens are all types of runoff _______.

11) Polluted ________ is the nation’s #1 water
quality problem.

13) The cattail is one wetland ________ that
helps purify polluted runoff.

14) Too much ________ in water can harm
aquatic life.

15) Proper crop and animal management on
________ helps to control water pollution.

17) ________ impact development helps
control stormwater pollution through
conservation approaches and techniques.

 ake the Stormwater Runoff Challenge

1

5

9

12

19

16

6

For more information, please visit EPA’s 
Polluted Runoff web site at www.epa.gov/nps
For more information, please visit EPA’s 
Polluted Runoff web site at www.epa.gov/nps
Printed with soy based inks on recycled paper.
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 ake the Stormwater Runoff Challenge
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8

14

20

18
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13

15

Pollutants that enter our local waterways 
through the storm drain system 
affects water quality, makes swimming 
potentially unsafe and destroys fish 
habitats. These pollutants can also 
be absorbed by fish, possibly making 
their consumption harmful. Dumping 
anything, accidentally or purposely, 
into a gutter, ditch, or storm drain is 
illegal and violators can be issued civil 
penalties. These illegal actions are 
known as “illicit discharges.”

NEVER
• Dump grass clippings into a storm

drain or nearby stream
• Wash your car on an impervious

surface, such as your driveway
• Pour oil, gas or any other chemical

into a storm drain

Always 
• Use your grass clippings for fertilizer

on your lawn, compost the clippings
or dispose of them properly.

• Wash your car on the grass or take
it to a commercial car wash

• Dispose of your oil properly at a waste
collection facility or have your
oil changed professionally.

• Maintain your septic system, failing
septic systems are considered illicit
discharge
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The City of Holly Springs recognized 
the Great American Cleanup on May 
4th.  This year’s event was organized 
by City staff and the Holly Springs Tree 
Commission Board.  The volunteers were 
able to remove a dump truck full of litter 
and debris totaling 1050 pounds from 
the right-of-way along Ash Street.

The City of Holly Springs was recognized 
on May 2nd with the Partners in 
Education Award of Excellence for our 
support of the L.R. Tippens Education 
Center by the Cherokee County 
Chamber of Commerce at the monthly 
Good Morning Cherokee Breakfast 
at the Bluffs. The Holly Springs Police 
Department makes daily visits to L.R. 
Tippens’ campus, and the 2018 and 2019 
Memorial Day 5K net proceeds (almost 
$9,000!) were donated to the school. 



CORPORAL 
APPOINTMENTS

As the police department continues to grow, Chief 
Mike Carswell recently promoted Officer Kyle Bunch 
and Officer Mike Adams to corporal. 

“The growth of our city demands growth within the 
police department.  These two men are well-suited 
for our growing responsibility,” said Chief Carswell.

Cpl. Bunch began his career with the Holly Springs 
Police Department in 2017 following service at 
another Georgia agency.  He is a previous recipient 
of the Officer of the Year Award and is completing 
duties in the Uniform Patrol Division.

Cpl. Adams is currently assigned to the Uniform 
Patrol Division and assists with grant funding 
programs and is the Georgia Governor’s Office of 
Highway Safety Coordinator of the Appalachian Trail 
Traffic Enforcement Network.

CANTON ROTARY HONORS
HSPD OFFICERS

During their fourth annual Public Safety Awards 
Luncheon, the Rotary Club of Canton presented 
Cpl. Mike Adams with the Officer of the Year 
Award, Sgt. Nathan Ernst with the Medal of 
Valor Award and Deputy Chief Tommy Keheley 
with the Colonel George Bailey Distinguished 
Leadership Award. HSPD thanks the Rotary Club 
of Canton for their continued support of the 
City’s police officers. 

Corporal Kyle Bunch

Corporal Mike Adams



10 3

Administration | Main Phone Line: 770-345-5536

City Manager/Finance Director – Rob Logan

City Clerk/HR Director – Karen Norred

Accountant – Denise Lamazares

IT & Facilities Manager – Ron Carter

Accounting Specialist – Becky Bruce

Main Street Director/Assistant City Clerk– Erin Honea

Municipal Court | Main Phone Line: 770-345-5538

Court Administrator – Donna Sanders

Police | Main Phone Line: 770-345-5537

Police Chief – Mike Carswell

Deputy Chief – Tommy Keheley

Code Enforcement Officer – Jeff Lance

Community Development | Main Phone Line: 770-345-5533

Community Development Director – Nancy Moon

Chief Building Official – Gary Caviness

Stormwater Coordinator/GIS Technican – Zach Arnold 

Community Development Technicians – Tracey Chambers   
                                                                                 
Public Works / Main Phone Line: 770-345-5536 

Public Works Project Manager – Collins Monette

Visit us online at 
www.hollyspringsga.us  

for updates, calendar of special events 
and news about our City

Upcoming Meetings

CITY COUNCIL*
Meets at 7:00 p.m. 
Held at Holly Springs Public Safety Building

July 15th
August 19th
September 16th

PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION 
Meets at 7:00 p.m. 
Held at Holly Springs Public Safety Building

July 11th
August 8th
September 12th

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
Meets at 6:30 p.m.
Held at Holly Springs Public Safety Building

July 17th
August 21st
September 18th

MAIN STREET BOARD  
Meets at 6:00 p.m. 
Held at Holly Springs Public Safety Building

July 23rd
August 27th
September 24th

TREE COMMISSION
Meets at 6:00 p.m.
Held at Holly Springs Public Safety Building

July 9th
August 13th
September 10th

*Holly Springs Work Sessions are held the
first Monday of each month.

2019 LMIG PROJECT UPDATE
The City Council approved the 2019 Local Maintenance Improvement Grant (LMIG) Project on May 20th.   
The contract was awarded to Northwest Georgia Paving, Inc.  The 2019 LMIG includes repairing and resurfacing 
Hickory Road from Harmony on the Lakes to Sequoyah Circle, Palm Street from Amanda Lane to the bridge,  
Spring Way Square and Rabbit Hill Road from I-575 to Marble Quarry Road.  The contractor plans to have the work 
completed this summer. Since 2014, the City has used this grant to fund repairs and resurfacing of over fifteen 
miles of roadway within the City limits. 
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LCI PHASE II PROJECT UNDERWAY A-1 Contracting completed the sidewalk phase of the Livable 
Centers Initiative (LCI) Phase II Project on Holly Springs Parkway between Pine Crest Road and L.R. Tippens Education 
Center in May.  The installation of the new traffic lights at the intersection of Pine Crest Road and Holly Springs 
Parkway are slated for late summer.  The pedestrian lampposts between L.R. Tippens Education Center and Pine 
Crest Road will also be installed this summer. The map included shows sidewalk and streetscape improvement 
projects completed to improve pedestrian connectivity throughout the City in anticipation of the redevelopment of 
the downtown area. Phase I of the LCI Project was completed in 2017, along with Hickory Road improvements funded 
by the Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax (SPLOST) V, and Palm Street improvements funded by the Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG.)

The Palm Street Stormwater 
Project is currently in the design 
phase.  The project will include 

stormwater infrastructure 
improvements along Palm Street 

between the bridge and Palm Lake 
Drive.  The project will address 
stormwater issues in this area 

including upgrades to the 
stormwater conveyance structures 

such as curb and gutter, 
stormwater pipe and catch basins.  

The City Engineer plans to have 
this project ready to go to bid in 

the fall of this year.

PALM STREET 
STORMWATER 
PROJECT

& Sabrina Resendiz



Following a few simple tips will set you on your way to an enjoyable summer 
season.  Here are few ideas that will give peace of mind:

• Keep the garage secure – Put up lawn equipment, bikes, etc.  and lock the garage door.
• Make sure your home alarm system meets your needs and is up to date with motion sensors
and fire protection monitors.  Exterior cameras are a great way to add layers to your security setup.
• Be neighborly - Ask a neighbor to watch your home while you’re away and offer to do the same for them.
Pick up the mail and newspapers.

• Don’t ask criminals to your house
by leaving tempting items in plain
view.  A thief will not only take the 
goodies they find outside, they’ll 
wonder what treats you have 
hiding in your home.

• It’s fun to share your summer
plans but advertising that you’re 
not home on social media is a bad 
idea.  Show your trip photos when 
you return.

• Summer scams – If a stranger knocks
on the door and offers you an incredible
deal, beware. Summer is the time that 
professional thieves and scam artists get 
busy.  One of them distracts you in the 
front of the house while another enters 
from the rear.  (And the answer is “NO” 
to needing a quick repaving of your 
driveway and new shingles!)

• Fix the lights and trim the shrubs –
inspect your home and replace any
lighting that is insufficient or defective.  
Overgrown bushes around your house 
are great places for burglars to hide.Remember the two things that 

bad guys don’t like – visibility 
and time.  Help them stay in 
plain sight and make them 

put in time to commit a crime.  
These two investments result 

in getting caught or going 
somewhere else.  Both are good 

for all of us.

HOLLY SPRINGS PARKWAY WIDENING PROJECT COMPLETED 
Baldwin Paving Company, Inc. completed the Holly Springs Parkway Widening Project and all associated 
infrastructure improvements from Sixes Road north to the intersection with Rabbit Hill Road in May.  All four 
lanes are now open for traffic in this area and the new traffic light at the intersection of Rabbit Hill Road and Holly 
Springs Parkway is operational.  Sidewalks have been installed along both sides of the roadway and Georgia Power 
is scheduled to install pedestrian lampposts this summer.
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TOWN CENTER ROAD NETWORK
PROJECT UPDATE
The City Council approved the contract with Georgia 
Development Partners on May 20th for the 
construction of the Town Center Road Network 
Project.  The project includes the construction of a 
roundabout on Hickory Road east of Cherokee Fire 
Station #8, the addition of a westbound travel lane 
from the roundabout to Holly Springs Parkway, the 
construction of a new roadway from Palm Street to 
Hickory Road starting at Walnut Street and the 
conversion of the end of Palm Street to a right-in/
right-out intersection.  Construction is scheduled to 
begin this summer with an estimated completion in 
late summer of 2020.
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Former Holly Springs Mayor Johnny Bracket passed away April 15th. To honor his years of service to 
the City, we would like to dedicate this month’s column to his memory. Please enjoy this eulogy 
written by his granddaughter, Hannah Mitchell. 

Johnny was born February 12, 1943 at home in the North Canton Mill Village to Cecil and Ruby 
Brackett. The doctor gave the wrong date when he filled out the paperwork and put down February 
14th instead. He was married July 23, 1961 to Barbara “Bobbie” Williams in a secret ceremony in 
Dallas, Georgia, and kept it a secret until Thanksgiving of that year.  

Johnny was a salesman all his life. He was the national sales manager for J. A. Olson Company until 
he retired in 1987. Then he opened a convenience store, B.J.’s Market, with his wife in 1987 in the 
Union Hill Community.  He was councilman in Holly Springs for a time before being elected Mayor 
from 1994 -1997. A forceful presence, Mayor Brackett oversaw the straightening of the dangerous 
Hickory Road curve, where numerous accidents had occurred. He campaigned for the repair and 

renovation of the historic Holly Springs Depot and is widely credited with “saving” the Depot for a new generation of citizens. Johnny, being 
outspoken and determined, clashed often with the leaders of the Canton City Council over the exact boundaries of city limits between Holly 
Springs and Canton. 

After he retired from mayoral duties, the city of Holly Springs erected a gazebo in his honor, Brackett Plaza.In addition to his mayoral duties, 
he was a loving father to three children. However, tragedy struck in 1996 when he lost his only son, Chris. He sold his business and retired to a 
quiet life at home with his loving wife.  

Johnny was an avid traveler, taking his wife and family on numerous trips to destinations both near and far. He was a passionate fan of golf. 
He adored watching “The Andy Griffith Show” and never got bored of it, no matter how many re-runs he saw.  He loved his two daughters 
and was enamored of his grandchildren. He said that one of the proudest moments of his life was when he held his first great-grandchild in 
his arms, a baby girl who is named after his mother. 

After a long battle with declining health, he suffered a stroke and was brought home to hospice care. On a Monday afternoon, surrounded 
by his devoted family, he passed peacefully from this world, with the windows open to the sunshine and birdsong. 

Mr. Brackett lived his life as a pillar of the Holly Springs community. He was a hard worker, a dedicated family man, an entrepreneur; he led his 
family, his businesses, and his town with determination and willpower.  
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Former Holly Springs Councilman and Mayor 
Johnny Brackett, with his great-granddaughter, 
Ruby.
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Cecil Johnny Brackett 
February 12, 1943 - April 15, 2019


